
The Law: Deuteronomy 23:19-20 - You shall not charge interest on loans to your 
brother, interest on money, interest on food, interest on anything that is lent for interest. 
You may charge a foreigner interest, but you may not charge your brother interest, that 
the LORD your God may bless you in all that you undertake in the land that you are 
entering to take possession of it. 
 
OT Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-13 - The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you mean by 
repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children's teeth are set on edge’? As I live, declares the Lord God, this proverb 
shall no more be used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as 
well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. 
 
“If a man is righteous and does what is just and right— if he does not eat upon the 
mountains or lift up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, does not defile his 
neighbor's wife or approach a woman in her time of menstrual impurity, does not 
oppress anyone, but restores to the debtor his pledge, commits no robbery, gives his 
bread to the hungry and covers the naked with a garment, does not lend at interest or 
take any profit, withholds his hand from injustice, executes true justice between man 
and man, walks in my statutes, and keeps my rules by acting faithfully—he is righteous; 
he shall surely live, declares the Lord God. 
 
“If he fathers a son who is violent, a shedder of blood, who does any of these things 
(though he himself did none of these things), who even eats upon the mountains, defiles 
his neighbor's wife, oppresses the poor and needy, commits robbery, does not restore 
the pledge, lifts up his eyes to the idols, commits abomination, lends at interest, and 
takes profit; shall he then live? He shall not live. He has done all these abominations; he 
shall surely die; his blood shall be upon himself. 
 
 
NT Reading: Luke 6:12-36 In these days [Jesus] went out to the mountain to pray, and 
all night he continued in prayer to God. And when day came, he called his disciples and 
chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, 
and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot, and 
Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 
 
And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast 
of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those 
who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all the crowd sought to touch 
him, for power came out from him and healed them all. 
 
And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for 
yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be 



satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. Blessed are you when 
people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, 
on account of the Son of Man! Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your 
reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets. 
 
“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe to you who 
are full now, for you shall be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn 
and weep. Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the 
false prophets. 
 
“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold 
your tunic either. Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away 
your goods do not demand them back. And as you wish that others would do to you, do 
so to them. 
 
“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to 
you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you expect to 
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same 
amount. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and 
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 
 


